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Reports alleging 'vaccination
fraud' misleading: Centre
NEW DELHI : The Union
Health Ministry on Thursday
said that some reports in the
international media alleging
a "vaccination fraud" and
further claiming that people
are being fraudulently regis-
tered as double vaccinated
without receiving both doses
are misleading and complete-
ly ill-informed.

"There have been some
media reports in internation-
al media alleging a 'vaccina-
tion fraud' and further claim-
ing that people are being
fraudulently registered as
double vaccinated without
receiving both doses. These
reports have also alleged that
the vaccination 'figures were
being manipulated'. It is clar-
ified that such media reports
are not only misleading but
are completely ill-informed,
and without any basis," said
the ministry in a statement.

The ministry said that

India's nationwide Covid vac-
cination drive is supported
with a strong technology
backup provided by Co-WIN
digital platform that has per-
formed exceptionally in the
last more than one year of
the Covid vaccination drive.
All the Covid vaccinations are
recorded in this digital plat-
form.

Co-WIN system is an

inclusive platform / system
and has been designed keep-
ing the limitations and chal-
lenges of mobile and Internet
availability across the coun-
try. Necessary features and
flexibility, to ensure that
every eligible individual has

the access to vaccination,
regardless of any of physical,
digital or socioeconomic bar-
riers to access, have been
incorporated in Co-WIN, the
ministry added in the state-
ment.

The ministry clarified that
the beneficiaries have been
empowered to make neces-
sary corrections in their
records on Co-WIN. The
"Raise an issue" module in
beneficiary dashboard allows
the beneficiaries to make cor-
rections apart from changes
in basic demographic details
like name, age, gender and
photo ID."It needs to be
appreciated that even with its
very large population, India
has successfully implemented
its nationwide Covid vaccina-
tion programme.

Delhi reports decline in daily
Covid cases, deaths
NEW DELHI : Delhi on Thursday reported a considerable
decline in daily Covid cases at 2,668, against 3028 cases
recorded on the previous day, as well as 13 deaths, the Health
Department bulletin said. The positivity rate has also reduced
to 4.30 per cent with active cases declining to 13,630, as per
the bulletin. With Covid recovery rate climbing at 97.84 per
cent, the active cases rate stands at 0.74 per cent while the
death rate continues at 1.41 per cent.

The fresh infections and deaths has taken the tally to
18,38,647, and the death toll to 25,932. With 3,895 patients
recovering in the last 24 hours, the total number of recoveries
has gone to 17,99,085. A total of 9,581 Covid patients are
being treated in home isolation at present.

The number of Covid containment zones has also declined
to 33,708. Meanwhile, a total of 61,992 new tests -- 50,536 RT-
PCR and 11,456 Rapid Antigen - were conducted in the last 24
hours, taking the total to 3,50,81,270. Out of 55,232 vaccines
administered in the last 24 hours, 11,395 were first doses and
37,828 second doses. Meanwhile, 6,009 precaution doses were
also administered. The total number of cumulative beneficiar-
ies vaccinated so far stands at 2,97,50,695 according to the
health bulletin.

Surgery not associated with
higher complications, deaths
in Covid patients: Centre
NEW DELHI : Surgery is safe
in the present surge of Covid
and not associated with high-
er chances of complications
or deaths in infected patients,
Joint Health Secretary Lav
Agrawal said on Thursday.

Addressing a media brief,
Agrawal said that the
patients irrespective of Covid
infection who need surgery
need not to be denied surgi-
cal intervention presently in
this Covid variant.

Highlighting an analysis

of surgeries during the cur-
rent surge in Covid OT Cases
in AIIMS Delhi from
December 20, 2021 to
January 20, 2022, Agrawal
said that of the total 53 sur-
geries during this period, 32
were administered regional
anaesthesia and remaining
21 were given general anaes-
thesia.Out of 32 cases, 26
cases were Lower Segment
Cesarean Sections (LSCS).
But, no complications during
surgery and immediate post
operative periods were
found, he said. In other cases
also, no deaths and and com-
plications were reported, he
underlined.

Among those who were
administered general anaes-
thesia, major cases were
serious like Laparotomy,
Amputation, Bone flap
removal and others. But, no
respiratory problems and
other risks during the sur-
gery and post surgery have
been noticed in clinical data
of 21 cases, Agrawal said.

Covid-19 pandemic wors-
ened cancer burden in India
HYDERABAD : 0n the eve of
World Cancer Day, cancer
specialists said that the
Covid-19 pandemic has wors-
ened the cancer burden in
India during the last two
years.Lockdowns and restric-
tions on movement during
the pandemic, with difficul-
ties in travel, combined with
the fear of contracting Covid
have prevented most patients
from accessing cancer care.

Non-Communicable dis-
eases account for nearly 63
per cent of the total deaths in
India, and cancer at 9 per
cent is one of the leading
causes.

As many as 1,392,179
people in India had cancer in
2020, and the five leading
sites of the disease are
breast, head & neck, uterine,
and lung.

Specialists point out that
94.1 in every 100,000 men
are cancer patients in India,

and this number increases to
103.6 in every 100,000
women. They feel that India
needs to take a proactive
approach towards reducing
this burden.

"India is a low-middle
income nation, and there is
significant increase in cancer
incidence and most of the
patients are coming with
advanced and metastatic dis-
ease due to lack of aware-
ness. Already the govern-
ment is taking necessary
action to create awareness, a
betterment is needed at the
village and district headquar-
ter level like online education
and creating healthcare
teams to tackle this prob-
lem," Dr Madhu Devarasetty,
Senior Consultant Surgical
Oncologist, KIMS Hospitals
told IANS.

According to a study pub-
lished by the Lancet, one of
the leading platforms for

healthcare and research,
cancer services like new
patient registrations, outpa-
tient services, admissions to
hospitals, major cancer sur-
geries have all fallen in India
starting March 2020.

Lockdowns and restric-
tions on movement and fear
of contracting Covid have
prevented many to access
cancer care.Added to this,
some hospitals had to be con-
verted to Covid centres des-
perately and with several
hospital staff affected with
Covid themselves, reduced

resources for cancer care
have made things difficult.

"This situation, though
has gradually improved in
2021, we observe that the
fear of Covid-19 has kept
away many patients at home
and then, presenting at
advanced cancer stage or
with multiple uncontrolled
comorbidities which need to
be treated along with cancer
treatments thereby increas-
ing risks and also a delay,"
observed Dr M Srinivas
Reddy, Senior Consultant
Surgical Oncologist.


